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Central American and Mexican Notes 

costa rica 

A second edition of Geografia Ilustrada de Costa Rica, edited by 
Trejos Hermanos of San Jose, bears the date of 1919. The publication 
is well illustrated and contains material of value for those who plan to 
visit the country or describe its politics and history. 

Two publications of the Escuela Normal de Costa Rica, bearing the 
stamp of the Imprenta Nacional have some historical interest. In the 
first, Don Cleto Gonzalez Vfquez, an ex-president of the republic, puts 
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forward the claim that President Jesus Jimenez, in 1869, established 
the system of primary education and normal schools in Costa Rica at 
the cost of the state, and was also instrumental in introducing a better 
type of secondary education. This system was afterwards re-estab- 
lished and amplified by Don Mauro Fernandez. Among the other 
public services of Jimenez, the writer stresses the construction of high- 
ways. For these two measures of enlightened policy, the writer ranks 
Jim6nez high among his country's benefactors. 

In the same number Don Pedro P£rez Zeled6n pays just tribute to 
the cultural activity of Doctor Jose Maria Castro, the founder of the 
Republic of Costa Rica. Castro was instrumental in establishing the 
University of Santo Tomas, where six presidents were afterwards 
trained, and also in providing normal instruction for women. It was 
fitting that the first number of the publication should be devoted to 
these two pioneers in education. 

The second number of this publication, bearing the date 1919, is 
devoted to a study of Luis Felipe Gonzalez entitled, La Obra Cultural 
de don Miguel Obregon. The monograph is a fitting tribute to a worthy 
educator, who at present holds the post of minister of public instruc- 
tion. Don Miguel's work has been primarily that of organizer, and 
his influence has been felt in the field of primary and secondary instruc- 
tion, in the training of teachers, and in public libraries. In addition, 
his writings upon the technical phases of education have obtained 
wide recognition. The two publications may be obtained at a moder- 
ate fee from the Secretaria de la Escuela Normal de Costa Rica, 
Heredia, C. R. The proceeds of the sales are destined to serve as a 
publishing fund for the school. 

On December 8, 1918, the city of Punta Arenas dedicated a monu- 
ment to the memory of Juan Rafael Mora, thrice elected president of 
Costa Rica, and his faithful companion, General Jose' Maria Canas. 
The former was especially revered for his services as executive during 
the formative period of Costa Rica's history, and both men did excel- 
lent service in the campaigns against the filibuster, William Walker. 
Like many of their contemporaries they found themselves in 1860 at 
the head of a revolt against the constituted authorities, were defeated 
near PUnta Arenas, captured, and shot. The celebration mentioned 
above represents a tardy recognition of their services. Under the 
title "Apuntes y Documentos", an illustrated booklet describes the 
measures initiated and carried through on that occasion by the Comity 
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Central-Ejecutivo pro Mora-Canas of Punta Arenas and gives some 
facts of historical interest regarding these famous caudillos. 

Five small booklets, under the general caption, Para la Historia de 
Costa Rica (Coleccion de Folletos) are devoted to La Revolution de 22 de 
Febrero de 1918. The movement therein described was initiated by 
Rogelio Fernandez Guell and his companions against the government 
of Tinoco and the work, dedicated to their memory, has value for the 
historian of contemporary events. 

The Colegio de Senoritas of San Jos£, Costa Rica, through its director 
Sefior J. Fidel Tristan, is publishing a series of scientific leaflets of 
considerable local interest. 

Sefior Eladio Prado has recently published a local study of unusual 
merit: Nuestra Senora de Ujarrds. The brochure is well illustrated 
with photographs showing the valley in which the church devoted to 
the former patroness of the colony was situated, the ruins of the ancient 
edifice, images, representations of miracles, etc. While a work of 
devotion and local pride rather than of critical character, it is an impor- 
tant contribution to the cultural history of Costa Rica. 

In the December number of Inter- America, Sefior Luis Dobles Segreda 
contributes an interesting sketch of the poet, Rub6n Darfo, and his 
brief visit to Heredia. Sefior Dobles is one of the progressive educators 
of Costa Rica, as well as a writer of note. At present he is the director 
of the Instituto at Alajuela. 

Under the title, Mi Tierra Nativa, Francisco Maria Niinez-Monge 
describes the canton of Desamparados, Costa Rica. The work is a 
pretentious monograph of some 170 pages, well illustrated, and contains 
a variety of useful information of historical and general character. It 
is a pleasure to note that as a token of appreciation the local council 
of the canton paid for the publication of the work. 

Under the present administration in Costa Rica, Doct6r Joaquin 
Garcia Monge is serving as director of the National Library. He 
recently acted as minister of public instruction. 
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Senor Anastasio Alfaro Gonzalez, author of Arqueologia Criminal 
Americana (San Jose, 1906), is now in charge of the Museo Nacional de 
Costa Rica, at San Jose. 

Senor Ricardo Fernandez Guardia, of Costa Rica, easily holds first 
place among contemporary Central American historians. To the 
documentary series begun by his father, Lie. Don Le6n Fernandez, under 
the title Coleccion de Documentos para la Historia de Costa Rica (5 vols. 
Paris, 1886), he added five volumes more (Barcelona, 1907). He also 
published, after the untimely death of his father, the latter's Historia 
de Costa Rica durante la Dominacidn Espaiiola, 1502-1821 (Madrid, 
1889). His own Historia de Costa Rica, El Descubrumiento y la Con- 
quista, appeared in San Jose (1905) and has since been translated into 
English. Cuartilla Histdrica de Costa Rica (San Jose, 1909) is a brief 
text for school use, but it will also serve as a useful guide for advanced 
students. A new edition of Cartas de Juan Vazquez de Coronado 
appeared in Barcelona in 1908. 

A recent work, Resena Historia de Talamanca (San Jose, 1918), 
describes in 198 pages the development of that province, comprising 
the south eastern extremity of Costa Rica, from its discovery by 
Columbus to the advent of the railroad. Its Indian population has 
afforded material for the missionary and the scientist and its frontier 
position has given it prominence in the territorial and commercial 
disputes with Colombia and the United States. It is a most commend- 
able study in local history. Senor Fernandez Guardia is also the 
author of a number of literary works of which the best known is his 
Cuentos Ticos. At present he is actively engaged in editing other 
manuscript material of the colonial period. 

PANAMA 

Doctor Octavio Mendez Pereira is director of the Instituto Nacional 
of Panama, where the Pan American College of Commerce will be 
established for the time being. The Instituto is magnificently housed 
in a series of large buildings constructed with just such a purpose in 
view. Dr. Mendez has written a brief Historia de la Instruccion 
Publica en Panama and is also the author of an elaborate study of the 
life, literary labors, and political and diplomatic activities of Justo 
Arosemena (1817-1896). The latter was one of the leading characters 
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in the history of Colombia during the nineteenth century. The work 
received the premium offered by the National Assembly for the best 
study of Arosemena's life and its appearance formed part of the cele- 
bration of his centenary. It bears the imprint of the Imprenta Nacional 
and elsewhere we shall give it more extended notice. 

NICARAGUA 

The name of Roscoe R. Hill appears as Comisionado, in an extensive 
two-volume, fiscal report bearing the title: Republicd de Nicaragua. 
Informe de la Comision de Credito Publico, 1917-1919. The report 
was presented to the president of the Republic as part of the work of 
the High Commission of which Mr. Hill is a member. 

MEXICO 

Under the title La Instruction Rudimentaria en la Republica, Senor 
Gregorio Torres Quintero reviewed for the First Mexican Scientific 
Congress, the action taken by the various states of Mexico upon the 
law of May 30, 1911, providing for national aid in founding rudimen- 
tary schools (escuelas rudimentarius). These were essentially rural in 
character, designed primarily to instruct the Indian population and 
were to be supported by the federal government. With few exceptions 
the various states welcomed this supplemental aid but subsequent 
political disturbances prevented the plans from being carried out. 
Professor Torres Quintero has recently devoted several months to a 
study of the primary and secondary schools of the United States with 
a view to improve the corresponding schools of Mexico. A third 
edition of his La Patria Mexicana, a history text for elementary schools, 
has just come from the press. 

Doctor Manuel Barranco, author of a valuable monograph describ- 
ing the educational problems of Mexico and recently connected with 
the General Directory for Public Instruction of the Federal District, 
is now engaged in special research at Columbia University. Senor 
Moises Saenz, recently director of the Escuela Preparatoria, and prom- 
inent in the work of the Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, 
is also at the same institution. 

Sefior Ezequiel Chavez, Sub-Secretary of Public Instruction during 
the time of Dfaz, is now director of the Escuela Preparatoria. He is 
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an alumnus of that institution and had much to do with its develop- 
ment while' serving in the ministry of Don Justo Sierra. He was 
recently associated with Sefiores Paulino Machorro Narvaez and 
Alfonso Pruneda in preparing Una Eucuesta sobre Educacidn Popular, 
which appeared under the auspices of Sefior Alberto J. Pani. 

I. J. C. 
Students interested in Hispanic American commercial law will find 
extensive bibliographical lists in Latin-American Commercial Law, by 
T. Esquivel Obreg6n, with collaboration by Edwin M. Borchard. 
This work is published by The Banks Law Publishing Company (New 
York, 1921). 

Dr. Herbert I. Priestley, of the University of California, has per- 
formed a useful service for students and teachers in preparing his 
syllabus, Modern Mexican History (New York, 1920, Institute of Inter- 
national Education, International Relations Clubs, Syllabus, No. VI). 
It is divided into ten sections, as follows : (1) The territory of Mexico 
and the people; (2) The Spanish colonial regime, 1519-1810; (3) The 
war of independence, 1820-21; (4) The war of reform and the French 
intervention, 1857-67; (5) The presidency of Porfirio Diaz, 1876-1910; 
(6) The revolution under Madero, 1910-13; (7) Huerta and the United 
States, February 19, 1913-July 15, 1914; (8) The government of Ca- 
rranza, July 15, 1914-May 5, 1920; (9) The petroleum controversy; 
(10) The problem of land. Each section is preceded by a luminous 
study outline and followed by an excellent bibliography, including 
periodical literature. — C. K. Jones. 

Sefior Luis Alberto Sanchez has just published (Lima, 1921) the first 
volume of his Historia de la Literatura Peruana. This is entitled Los 
Poetas de la Colonia. The second volume, Los prosadores de la Colonia, 
is announced to be in course of preparation. The first volume is an 
important work, valuable not only for its historical and critical fea- 
tures, but also for the bibliographical data it contains. — C. K. Jones. 

Sefior Manuel Segundo Sanchez, director of the National Library at 
Caracas, has added to his notable bibliographical contributions the 
following work: El Publicista de Venezuela; Capitulos del Libra en 
Preparation; Los Incunables Venezolanos, (Caracas, 1920, pp. 25). 
This paper contains a detailed historical and bibliographical account of 
the periodical founded by virtue of a resolution of the First Congreso 
Constituyente of Venezuela, ip 1811. — C. K. Jones. 
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Volume 13 of Dr. Julio Cejador y Franca's Historia de la Lengua 
y Literatura Castellana (Madrid, 1920), forms the first part of the 
fipoca Contemporanea : 1908-1920. This work is invaluable for 
reference regarding Hispanic American authors. — C. K. Jones. 

Professor Clemens Brandenburger, in his Neuere brasilische wissen- 
schaftliche Litteratur, which is reprinted from Mitteilungen des Deutsch- 
Sudamerikanischen und Iberischen Instituts (Koln), VIII. 1920, pp. 
49-61, has made an excellent contribution to Brazilian bibliography, 
especially along historical and sociological lines during recent years. 
Dr. Brandenburger is at the head of the Board of Brazilian scholars who 
are preparing the great geographical, biographical, bibliographical, 
etc., Dictionary which the Instituto Historico de Rio de Janeiro is to 
publish in celebration of the centenary of the independence of Brazil. 
He is himself writing the Introduction which will form the first volume 
of this publication. The part relating to Pernambuco was compiled 
by Dr. Mario Melo, secretary of the Historical Association of Pernam- 
buco (Instituto Archeologico-Geographico Pernambucano). — Manoel 
de Lima Oliveira. 

Noronha Santos, chief of the section of the Municipal Archives, has 
compiled a very useful work, namely, Indice da Revista Archivo do 
Districto Federal com Extracto Alphdbetico de Assumptos (Rio de Janeiro, 
1919). This contains an alphabetical index of all documents since the 
sixteenth century relating to the Brazilian capital and published in the 
records of the municipality. — Manoel de Lima Oliveira. 

Limites inter -estaduaes (Rio de Janeiro, 1920), is the name of a 
recent work by Thiers Fleming. This was a lecture given by its dis- 
tinguished author at the Public Library of Rio de Janeiro, November 
11, 1920, relative to the boundary question between the states of the 
Brazilian union. Most of these questions have been settled, either by 
direct negotiation between the governments of the states, or by arbi- 
tration. Some were very important, as, for instance, that between 
Parana and Santa Catharina regarding the Misiones territory granted 
to Brazil by the award of President Cleveland in 1895. A few are to 
be decided shortly as a result of the meeting at Rio de Janeiro of all 
the delegates who had been especially appointed to deal with this 
matter. Only those concerning Bahia remain unsettled. — Manoel de 
Lima Oliveira. 
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A recent book of considerable interest is S. Paulo nos primeiros Annos 
(1554-1601); Ensaio de Reconstituigao Social (Tours, 1920). Its author 
is Affonso d'Escragnolle Taunay, who is the son of one of the most 
brilliant of Brazilian writers, and the author of the famous Retraite de 
la Laguna an episode of the Paraguayan war, in which he took part as 
an officer. He is now the director of the Museu Paulista and is him- 
self an historical writer. His new book, which is based on the admir- 
ably preserved records of the municipality of San Paulo, constitutes a 
curious and reliable reconstruction of Brazilian life in the sixteenth 
century. — Manoel de Lima Oliveira. 

La Revue de Geneve, No. 5, November, 1920, published an article 
by Dr. Manoel de Lima Oliveira, entitled "Bresil (La Guerre, la Paix, 
et la Neutrality). Two other articles by the same author will also 
appear in the same review, namely, "Le Retour des Cendres", and 
"Le Republique Militaire et la R^publique Civile". 

Revista do Brasil (published at San Paulo) in its issue for November, 
1920, contains an article by Dr. Percy Alvin Martin, entitled "0 
Brasil no segunda Conferencia Pan Americana". 

Professor W. W. Pierson, Jr., of the University of North Carolina 
will give two courses in Hispanic American history at the University 
of Texas during the coming summer school session. Professor Pierson 
is working on a syllabus on Hispanic American history for the Institute 
of International Education. 

Professor Isaac Joslin Cox will give two historical courses in the 
summer school at Northwestern University next summer. 

Sr. D. Pedro Aguirre y Cerda, formerly head of the Chilean com- 
mission that arranged for the exchange of professorships between 
Chile and the United States, and former minister of public instruction 
and justice, has recently been appointed premier of the new Chilean 
cabinet, taking the portfolio of minister of the interior. Sr. Aguirre 
is the president of the radical or progressive party, which numbers 
in its ranks many of the young voters of the country, whose interests 
are broad and progressive. Sr. Aguirre is especially interested in edu- 
cational reform, and he has extensively studied forms of education 
in the United States. 
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Sr. D. Carlos Cruz, the head of the Biblioteca Nacional of Chile, is 
the minister of war of the new cabinet. Sr. Cruz, who is a radical in 
politics, is the author of a number of works on folklore and history. 

As exchange professor to Chile, Professor Gilmore, of the College of 
Agriculture of the University of California has been chosen for the 
current year. In return Chile has sent Professor Galvez, who enjoys 
a high reputation in South American educational circles, both for his 
grasp of pedagogical principles and his ability to put them into prac- 
tice. Sr. Galvez will be in the United States between the months of 
April and November. The University of California, which has the 
management of the exchange professorships from the United States 
side, endeavored to have a professor from one of the eastern institutions 
chosen for Chile this year, but it was impossible to arrange dates for 
that purpose. The University of California is really not entitled to 
this exchange this year, for Dr. Chapman was sent to Chile by that 
institution last year, and the basic principle of the exchange is to have 
it shared in by all the best institutions of the United States. 

Sr. D. Victor Andres Belaunde, the Peruvian scholar, who has been 
delivering addresses in a number of Universities of the United States, 
is the owner and editor of Mercurio Peruano, one of the foremost reviews 
of South America. Among the notable addresses that have been 
given are one on "Inca Communism", and one on "Hispanic American 
Culture and Ideals". 



